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and the chocolate torte (84), a rich
chocolate-lover’s dream.

After dinner, we took a tour
with Simone. Hinge is comprised
of a number of small, comfortable
rooms that connect throughout. It's
a linle like if your cool eccentric
aunt opened her howse amd cooked
dinner for you and your friends.
The room where we dined was filled
with small tables and lined with a
comfortable banguette strewn with
mismatched throw pillows. T asked
Auntie Simone about the future ...

PGN: What are some of the other
things you're anticipating adding?
MLS: | want to expand our arts
programs, 1 want every wall in
here filled with art. We try to
promote local antists that are mod-

erately priced. 1 want people in
the neighborhood to see it and if
they are inspircd by it or have an
appreciation for it, I want them to
be able (o afford o take it home.
It's been successful so far: 've
had people do shows and sell two-
thirds of their ant in one show, I'm
also looking forward (o expand-
ing the music program and have a
number of house bands that rotate.
That way we can get to know the
band and help develop their audi-
ence and they can get used 1o us.
It's not your normal music venue,
It's very intimate. You listen, you
eat, vou interact with the artists.
We like the scene that we offer. Tin
Angel proclaims themselves the
smallest listening room in the city,
but I think we have them beal.

PGN: You've poured your soul
into your efforts here; what does it

PHILADELPHIA GAY NEWS

mean o you?

MLS: Everything, This is not just
my store, it's my home, Which is
why it feels homey. 1 had to build
a place that I would feel comfort-
able being in day in and day out
The fromt room where people dine
is my dining room, the kitchen is
literally my kitchen. I wanted o
make sure it was a place where
other people would feel at home as
well. Part of gaining that feeling
was building the relationships with
the people who come here. Tt's
funny, the kids in the afier-school
program feel so at home that
they Il walk right into the walk-in
and grab a vogurt or sit down and
talk o the staff. Even when they're
not in classes, they feel comfont-
able here like it's a second home.
And that's a nice feeling for me.
‘We do eight-week programs for the
kids and at the end of our courses

we have a big party and everyone
participates, The kids in cooking
class, which is our most popular,
make the food, the kids in the sing-
ing classes perform, the visual-arts
kids decorate and everyone has a
part. The kids are already finding
their niches: We have some who
wanl to be in front w0 interact with
guests and some who want (o stay
in the back and be responsible for
the preparation. It's a great feeling
to know that we're training these
kids 1o be functional, that they can
take the skills that we've given
them and use it o help them find
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their place in the world. [t’s a won-
derful thing to be a part of. ®

If you go

Hinge Caféa

2652 E. Somerset St

www. HingeCafe.com

(215) 425-6614

Open for breakfast and
lunch Monday and
Tuesday; breakfast, lunch
and dinner Wednesday
through Sunday






